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NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
OR THE DECLARATION 

(PCX Rule 44.1) 



Date of Mailing 
{day/month/year) 



n4i\PRZ00t 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
080398.P276 



FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 



International application No. 
PCT/USOO/41256 



International filing date 
{day/month/year) 

17 Oaober 2000 (17,10.2000) 



Applicant 

SONY ELECTRONICS, INC. 



The applicant is hereby notified that the inxeraatiooal search report has been estabUsbed and is traxismined herewith. 
Fifing of amendments and sttf onent under Artide 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the international apfdication (sec Rule 46): 

When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally 2 months foxn the date of transmittal of the 
international search report; however, for more details, see the notes on die accompany shffct. 

Where? Directly to the Imemational Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Cotombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 
Facsimile No.: (41-22)740.14.35 

For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 



2. 



□ 
□ 



The applicant is hereby notified that no imemational search report will be established and that the declaratioa under 
Article 17(2Xa) to that effea is transmitted herewith. 

With regard to the protest against paymcni of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2. the applicant is notified that: 

the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the Imemational Bureau together with the 
appUcam*s request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the H^ipw«*>H Offices. 

no decision has been made yet on the protest; the appUcam will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

4. Further actlon(s): The applicam is reminded of the following: 

Shortly after 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the International Bureau. 
If the applicam wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the imemational application , or of the 
priority claim, must reach the Imemational Bureau as provided in rules 90 to I and 90 Mr 3, respectively, before the 
completion of the technical preparations for imemational publication. 

Within 19 months from the priority date, a AtmnnA for imemational preliminary examination must be filed if the applicam 
wishes to postpone the entry imo the national pbase until 30 months from the priority date (in some Offices even later). 

Within 20 months from the priority date, the applicam must perform the prescribed acts for entry imo the national phase 
before all designated Offices which have not been elected in the dcmaiod or in a later election within 19 months from the 
priority date or could not be elected because they arc not bound by Chapter n. 




Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
BoxPCT 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
Facsimile No. (703)305-3230 



Telephone No. (703) 305-4700 



Fonn P(rr/ISA/220 (July 1998) 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCX 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
080398.P276 


FOR FURTHER 
ACTION 


see Notiflcatica of Tcansmioal of Iniematiooal Search Rq)on 
(Food PCr/ISA/22P) as well as, where applicable, item 5 
below. 


International application No. 
PCTAJSOO/41256 


IntemationA filing date {day/month/year) 
17 October 2000 (17.10.2000) 


(Earliest) Priority Date {day/month/year) 
18 October 1999 (18.10.1999) 


Applicant 

SONY ELECTRONICS, INC. 



This international search report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the 
applicant according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 



This international search report consists of a total of 



sheets. 



It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior ait document cited in this report. 



Basis of the Report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 



□ 



3. 
4. 



the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
search was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been fiimished. 

I I Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box 1). 

I I Unity of invention is lacUng (See Box II). A 
With regard to the title, ll£^ 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 



the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 
I I the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



moocKi 



With regard to the abstract, 

1X1 the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III, The applicant 
may, within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this 
Authority. 



6. 



The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 3 

[XI as suggested by the applicant. 

I I became the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

I I because this figure better characterizes the invention. 



□ 



None of the figures 



Fonn PCrr/ISA;210 (first sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCTAJSOO/41256 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

1PC(7) G06F 17/27 

US CL 704/9 

Acconling to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 

B. FIELDS SEARCtUiD 

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
U.S. : 704/1, 9. 10; 707/531, 532, 533; 707/4, 5 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such docimients are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 
Please See Continuation Sheet 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category * 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


Y 


US 4,974,191 A (AMIRGHODSI et al) 27 November 1990 (27.11.1990), abstract; figs. 
2, 9A, 9B, & 9C, and 18; col. 2, lines 48-64; coL 8, line 41 to col. 16, line 8; col. 17. 
line 25 to col. 20, line 25; and col. 29, line 31 to col. 30, line 60. 


1-49 


A 


US 5.418,717 A (SU et al) 23 May 1995 (23.05.1995). abstract; figs. 6-9, lOA, & lOB; 
col. 4, line 60 to col. 5, line 14; col. 5, line 47 to col. 8, line 2; col. 10, line 35 to col. 
13, line 5; and coL 17, line 24 to col. 20, line 56. 


1-49 


A 


US 5,677,835 A (CARBONELL et al) 14 October 1997 (14.10.1997) abstract; col. 3, 
lines 37-47; col. 11, line 23 to col 12. line 55; and col. 22, line 1 to col. 25, line 34. 


1-49 


A 


US 5,799,268 A (BOGURAEV) 25 August 1998 (25.08.1998) abstract; col. 4, line 52 to 
col. 6, line 16; col. 10, line 15 to col. 12, line 27; and col. 41, line 1 to coL 42, line 51. 


1-49 


Y 


US 5.806,021 A (CHEN et al) 08 September 1998 (08.09.1998) abstrart, figs. lA-lC. 2, 
& 3; col. 1, line 10 to coL 2, line 53; and col. 3, line 1 to col. 7. line 4. 


1-49 


Y 


US 5,873,056 A (LIDDY et al) 16 February 1999 (16.02.1999) abstract; col. 1, line 6 to 
col. 4, line 58; and col. 5, line 3 to col. 10, line 28. 


1-49 



□ 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. 



□ 



See patent family annex. 



* special categories of cited doc um ents: 

"A" docmneDi deftiung the general state of the art which is net considered to be 
of panicular relevance 

*E** earlier application or patent poblished on or afler the iDtemational Tiling date 



later document published afler the intcmatiooal Tiling date or priority 
date and not in coonici with the applicatioo but cited to tmdersland the 
principle or theory underlymg the invention 

docoment of particular relevance; the claimed invcDtioo cannoi be 
considered novel or cannoi be considered to involve an inventive step 
when the docomuit is taken alone 



^L** document which may throw doobu on priority claimCs) or which b cited to 

establish the publication date of another ciution or other special reason (as "Y" doctnneni of panicular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
speciTied) considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 

combined with one or more other such docuiXKnts, sndi combination 
documeni referring to an oral Asclocure, use. exhitntion or other means being otivioos to a persoo skilled in the an 

"P" doctDDeni published prior to the intcmatiooal Tiling date but later than the **&" docmnent member of the same patent family 
priority date claimed 


Date of the actual completion of the international search 
22 February 2001 (22.02.2001) 


Date of mailing of the intemat^xi^ ^^'j^^j^^^ 0 1 


Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 

Ccinmissiooer of Patents and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washingtoo. D.C. 20231 

Facsimile No. (703)305-3230 


JDsq)h Thomas 

Telephone No. (703) 305-4700 



Form PCT/lSA/210 (second sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCTAJSOO/41256 



Continuation of B. FIELDS SEARCHED Item 3: EAST 

search terms: lexical ambiguity/disambiguity, least cost, optimal path, segmentation, tokenization/tokenisation 



Fonn PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (July 1998) 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



To: 



MARIA MCCORMACK SOBRINO 

BLAKELY. SOKOLX)FF. TAYLOR» ZTSFMJWrn 

12400 WILSHIRE BLVD. ! ' }' i - : ■ [.^.-i f::. ! i: \Vf . 

7TH FLOOR | t X } ' ^ ' 

LOS ANGELES. CA 90025-1026^1 T - 



PCX 



NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
\ ... THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
OR THE DECLARATION 

(PCX Rule 44.1) 



LUw^ O 


{day/month/year) ^ ^^PR ZOOj 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
080398. P276 


FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 


International application No. 
PCT/US00/41256'1p(^ 


International filing date ^ 
(jday/month/year) ^^i^- 
17 October 2000 (17.10.2000), A'*^^ 


Applicant 

SONY ELECTRONICS, INC. ^''> ' ^^g^ 



□ 

□ 



The appUcani is ber^ notified that the imeroatiooal search report has been established and is transmined herewith, 
niing of ameodmeDts and statemeat uoder Article 19: 

The applicani is cmiiled, if be so wishes, to amend the claims of the imematiooal applicatioa (sec Rule 46): 

WhenT The time limit for filing such amendments is normally 2 months frcm the date of t ransmittal of the 
imcmational search report; however, for £ iore details, see the notes on the accompany sheet. 

Where? Directly to the InxeroatioQal Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombeties 
12 II Qctjeva 20, S wuzeriaiid 
FacsimUeNo.: (41-22)740.14.35 

For more detailed instiucdoos, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

The appUcani is hereby notified that no imcmational search repon^will be established and that the dectaraiioo under 
Article 17(2Xa) to that effea is transmitted herewith. 

With regard to the protest against paymcoi of (an) additional fcc(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicani is notified that: 

□ 

the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmined to the Imemational Bureau together with the 
appUcani*s request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices. 

no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicani will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 



4. Further actloa(s): The appUcani is reminded of the following: 

Shortly after 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the Imcmational Bureau. 
If the applicam wishes to avoid or postpone publicaiion, a notice of withdrawal of the international application , or of the 
priority claim, must reach the Intcroational Bureau as provided in rtiles 90 bis I and 90 ^is 3, respectively, before the 
completion of the technical preparations for imemational publication. 

Within 19 months from the priority date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed if the applicant 
wishes to postpone the exury into the national phase until 30 months from the priority date (in seme Offices even later). 

Within 20 months from the priority date, the applicam must perform the prescribed acts for entry imo the national phase 
before all designated Offices which have oot been elected in the demand or in a later election within 19 months from the 
priority date or could not be elected because they are oot bound by Chapter II. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 


Authorized rfTficer /i 




Cortunissioner of Patents and Trademarks 






Box PCT 


^la&kph Thomas 




Washington, D.C. 20231 






Facsimile No. (703)305-3230 


Telephone No. (703) 305-4700 





Form PCT/ISA/220 (July 1998) 



NOTES TO FORM PCrr/lSA/220 (continued) 

Tbc rolk>wja« examples lllustrau the manocr lo which ameodaents n.u<t • . ^ 

•ccoap«Dyia« leUen " ■oienattenCs cbi&sC be explained in the 

1. [Wbcnc origjDily there were 48 cbims ind .ftcr amcodmcnt ofcome ciaimi there .t* sii. 
aiuns I to 29 31, 32, 34. 35. 37 to 4fi replaced by .mended cU^ bc^S^J\^l J^^^^ ^ 
claims 30, 33 and 36 unchanged; new claiins 49 to 51 added.- "mc numbers; 

^* fS^«.°,"P7<"^ *^^!Lr5" 'f^' tmcndment of all claims there are 1 1 !• 

Qaims 1 to 15 replaced by amcoded claims I to U 

^aiimi 1 lo 6 and 14 uncfaanged: dtinu 7 to 13 caooelled: new daims 15 16 and 17 ^aa^ - 
OauM 7 lo U c»>«Jled: »ew claims 15. 16 «id 17 added; all oto ta^nSd 
4. fWbeie various Uiids of aauadmots aie made]- 

aaims l-lOuBcfaaiiged; cUiins 1 1 lo 13, 18 and 19cuodlcd- cUima 14 LS«ui i<c — i 

cl.« 14; dain. 17 .ubdivided into ^neiled d.i«.Xfi nT-^-daS; M^afaSSS?-'^ 



*'Staicaicot vader Article 19(1)- (Role 44.4) \ 

■ni« suiement will be published with the intemaUooal applicatioa and (he amended daims 

The sutemem ahould be briel. i, riiduld n« exceed 500w««UifinEngli.ho»lf aaaslatedinto English 

It should not be confounded with and does not Rslaa the later fauiu^..^^ ••«• 

-aed «d « ««^^««.t beSS^rSSi^j2S'^fS£^^ 
piefewWy by ming the worts •^tatemert imdetARick 19(1) - 

In what language 7 

if that inguage « S^Tr?^; oChenn.c,1trj|.ttt^^i^-|^f^«'^^^^^ 

CoMcqocnc* if • dcaaMi for IntenndoaaJ prrllabiwy exaalnntion kaa nlrcMly b«c« flkd T 

hL*L'^Il?^S,^JL'^S''!!2?" *^ I'' • intematiaqal pteiiminary examination 

^JJiSSlteSi?"?***.?* tpplK»nt Bwt ptefenbly. a: the same time of fUtai SHSSeS^ S 

Coiu«,«KD« wMh rrcrd lo lr.n.Utio« of tbe l.u™.tto«l .ppUcUo. for ..try into the ..tf«<»l pbue 7 

The applicant's aaenUoo is drawn to the fact iha«, wtere upon eutiy into the natiooal ohase. a tramlaiiiB of th* 

f.\z^<r^'^^.o'^^'^:^^^c^ ^"^'^ -«i«n.t^ei:»fn'<ss:srd:it 

hirtherdeuiU on tbe rcqui(emeatso£.»d, daipu,«i/elect«l OfBoc.ee Volume Hof the PCT AppJianf. 



Nocia lo Form PCTAS A/220 (»coood ibcet) ,july 1992) 



NOTES TO FORM PCT/ISa/220 (continual) 
The folloiriag («anpla IHu»tr»u the niDiier In »hl<-f. . j 

■ccoi>p.Drlii8 letter: " ■■«»•«'■ "b'cb aaendiBeats tniui be explained lo tb 

4. [Where vinouf kinds of •mendaimB tie Bttdeb uoottoged. 

"Suictact «ndcr AnJck (Rak 4«.4) T 

h«hMrf<lii««iie««#v«^_-iii. ^ «"EBglMh or If uiosUtod Into Earfiih • 

«port «.y be nude ocly in co«>eetioo JiStk^^S^^ ff^t^^L ■ 
la what kosiMsc 7 

h Jdre^!5lSi^5b5iiSttt^5S^^ preluniiiMy «umin.i;oo 

iMcnutioaal Bureau, also file a caov^T»4.'»^!^' V .^V^ *™* <^ fil"* "e ameadmeats with the 
Au*ority (Me Rule 62I2SX fim ""**°*"»» btematsSl PreUninaiy eJS^ 

Co„«,..^ ..th ^ u. t„„uUo. of the lou.,..*o«. .ppU«a<H. for eutry tau. U.. .atlooal ph.- ^ 

•a ■dditioo to, (be OmoiUtioo of the "iSuVrrlfcr '*» daigwted/eleaed OIDcb. instead of. or 

Forfunberdeuil.ootbcre<^ire«enuaf-cbde.ipu.ed/c.«^ 



